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By  M r.  DO D D  (for  himse l f ,  M r.
G RASS L E Y , M r.  O BA M A , and  M rs.
D OLE ):
S. 105 1.  A  bi l l  to  autho r i z e  Nat i o n a l
Ma l l  L i be r t y  Fund  D.C.  to  estab l i s h  a
memo r i a l  on  Federa l  land  in  the  D is t r i c t
of  Co l u m b i a  at  Cons t i t u t i o n  Gardens
prev i o us l y  appr o v e d  to  hono r  free
persons  and  slaves  who  fough t  for  
indepen de n ce,
l ibe r t y,  and  just i ce  fo r  al l
dur i n g  the  Ame r i c a n  Revo l u t i o n ;  to
the  Comm i t t ee  on  Energ y  and  Natu r a l
Resou r ces.
M r.  DO D D .  M r.  Pres i de n t,  I  rise
today  to  int r o d u c e  the  Nat i o na l  L i be r t y
Mem o r i a l  Ac t  along  wi t h  my  co l l eagues,
Senato r s  C HAR L E S  E.  G RASS L E Y

and  Sen.  B AR A C K  O BA M A . Represen ta t i v es
D ON A L D  M.  P A Y N E , W I L L I A M

L AC Y  C L A Y , S TEV E  C OHE N , SHE I L A
JAC K S O N -L EE , H ENR Y  C.  ‘‘H A N K ’’  JOHNS O N ,
Jr., N I T A  M.  L OWE Y , A LB I O  S IRES ,
and  B ETT Y  SUT T O N  have  in t r od u ce d
compan i o n  language  in  the  House.
The  depth  and  bread t h  of  patr i o t i c
cont r i b u t i o n s  by  A f r i c a n  Ame r i c a ns  in
the  Revo l u t i o n a r y  War  have  gone  prac t i c a l l y
unack n o w l e d g e d.  H is t o r i a ns  are
now  beg i n n i n g  to  unco ve r  the i r  fo rg o t t en
hero i sm,  and  est ima te  that  5,000
slaves  and  free  blacks  fough t  in  the
army,  nav y,  and  mi l i t i a  dur i n g  that
har ro w i n g  time.  The y  served  and  strugg l e d
in  ma jo r  bat t l es  from  Lex i n g t o n
and  Conco r d  to  Yo r k t o w n  and  made
sign i f i c a n t  cont r i b u t i o n s  to  the  revo l u t i o n a r y
ef f o r t .  Mo r e  than  400  hai led
from  my  State  of  Connec t i c u t .
M o re  than  twen t y  years  ago,  Cong r ess
autho r i z e d  a memo r i a l  to  blac k
Revo l u t i o n a r y  Wa r  sold ie r s  and  sai l o rs,

those  who  prov i d e d  civ i l i a n  assistance,
and  the  man y  slaves  who  fled  slave r y
or  f i l e d  pet i t i o ns  to  cou r ts  or  leg i s la t u r es
for  the i r  freedom.  A  site  was  selec ted
in  Cons t i t u t i o n  Gardens,  fi t t i n g l y
near  the  56  Signe rs  of  the  Dec l a ra t i o n
of  Independen ce  Mem o r i a l  and
the  great  war  memo r i a l s.  Un f o r t u n a t e l y ,
the  group  or ig i n a l l y  autho r i z e d
to  raise  funds  fo r  and  bu i l d  the  memo r i a l
was  unab l e  to  conc l u d e  its  task,
and  the  site  sits  emp t y  toda y.
A  group  of  comm i t t e d  ci t i zens  has
for me d  the  Nat i o n a l  Ma l l  L i be r t y  Fund
DC,  ‘‘L i b e r t y  Fund  D.C.’ ’,  to  carr y  out
the  vis i o n  of  Cong ress.  Last  year,  the
Na t i o n a l  Cap i t a l  Mem o r i a l  Ad v i s o r y
Comm i s s i o n  conc l u d ed  that  there  are
no  lega l  imped i m e n t s  that  wou l d  prec l u d e
the  L i be r t y  Fund  DC  from  assum i n g
the  pr io r  group ’s  site  appr o v a l s
on  the  Ma l l .  The  leg is la t i o n  that  we
of fe r  toda y  wou l d  amend  the  1986  enactme n t
to  autho r i z e  the  L i be r t y  Fund
to  raise  mone y  for  and  bui l d  th is  va l uab l e
memo r i a l .
The  time  has  come  to  recogn i z e  the
sacr i f i c e  and  the  impac t  of  the  A f r i c a n
Ame r i c a ns  who  fough t  for  the  bi r t h  of
our  coun t r y.  I  urge  my  col l eagues  to
suppo r t  the  Nat i o n a l  L i be r t y  Mem o r i a l
Ac t.  
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By  M r.  PA Y N E  (for  himse l f ,  M r.  C OHE N ,
Ms.  SUT T O N , M r.  S IRES , M rs.  L OWE Y ,
Ms.  JAC K S O N -L EE  of  Texas,  M r.  JOHNS O N

of  Geo rg i a,  and  M r.  C L A Y ):
H.R.  1693.  A  bi l l  to  autho r i z e  Nat i o n a l  Ma l l
L i be r t y  Fund  D.C.  to  estab l i s h  a memo r i a l
on  Federa l  land  in  the  D is t r i c t  of  Co l u m b i a
at  Cons t i t u t i o n  Gardens  prev i o us l y  appro v ed
to  hono r  free  persons  and  slaves  who  fough t
fo r  independen ce,  li be r t y ,  and  just i ce  for  al l
dur i n g  the  Ame r i c a n  Revo l u t i o n ;  to  the
Comm i t t ee  on  Natu ra l  Resou r ces.


